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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

“Lost” by Amanda Parer to Light Up Rainbow Summer at Marcus Performing Arts Center
Marcus Performing Arts Center and Milwaukee Downtown, BID #21 bring towering, illuminated floral art installation and seven nights of free public performances July 14 – 20
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“Lost” by Amanda Parer. Photo credit Rebecca Adams.

MILWAUKEE (June 24, 2025) – Marcus Performing Arts Center (MPAC) and Milwaukee Downtown, BID #21 are partnering to bring the internationally touring art installation “Lost” by Amanda Parer to the MPAC Outdoor Grounds for one week only, July 14 – 20, along with seven nights of free public performances as part of Rainbow Summer.

Created by internationally acclaimed Australian artist Amanda Parer, “Lost” will feature three large-scale illuminated flowers on the MPAC Outdoor Grounds, inviting visitors into a world where art and nature collide. The monumental inflatable flowers and leaves of “Lost” will have a footprint of more than 2,100 square feet and reach up to 16 feet in height. 

As part of Rainbow Summer, each day will feature a free public performance with live music from local and regional artists, vendor marketplaces, food trucks, activities, and more. Performances are scheduled for 7:00 p.m. nightly, with a special Family Day planned for Saturday, July 19 that will begin at 3:00 p.m. as well as a performance from the Milwaukee Police Band on Sunday, July 20 that will begin at 2:00 p.m. All events are free and open to the public. Additional details on Rainbow Summer performers are below.

“Rainbow Summer continues to be an open invitation for people of all ages to gather, experience something new, and enjoy summer in the heart of the city,” said Kevin Giglinto, MPAC President & CEO. “We are proud to continue our partnership with Milwaukee Downtown to bring this visually stunning art installation and a vibrant lineup of free public performances to our outdoor grounds.”

As part of Milwaukee Downtown’s public art initiatives, the large-scale flowers and leaves of “Lost” are made from printed nylon 210D and illuminated by internally placed LED lights. Parer, whose work has been exhibited in nearly 300 cities worldwide, focuses her practice on creating large-scale illuminated art installations that explore the human relationship with the natural world. The monumental flora celebrated in “Lost” are either extinct or endangered botanical species from around the globe.

“Amanda Parer’s ‘Lost’ is exactly the kind of immersive, world-class public art that energizes our downtown spaces,” said Matt Dorner, incoming CEO of Milwaukee Downtown, BID #21. “This installation brings a sense of wonder and beauty to the MPAC Outdoor Grounds, and we’re thrilled to continue providing bold, accessible experiences for our community through our partnership with the Marcus Center.”

Lost Artwork Concept
The Lost installation artwork features large botanicals to celebrate nature whilst inspiring fantasy, reminding the visitor of Alice in her Wonderland, where she has been shrunk down to a tiny size and wanders around the gigantic plants around her.

Parer Studio’s artwork explores the human relationship with the natural world. The monumental flora celebrated in this artwork are either extinct or endangered botanical species from around the globe which are delicately coloured, illuminated, and vibrant highlighting the beauty and wonder that has been or that is soon to be Lost.

The large-scale flowers and leaves of Lost are made from printed nylon 210D, illuminated by internally placed led lights and inflated using continual air blowers. Exhibited as one or all eight sets, the artwork has been designed to be installed in a range of locations, allowing visitors to wander around the flowers that have seemingly grown in the given space and to share photos.

“Lost creates a space where people are immersed in nature’s beautiful forms – a wondrous environment that allows visitors to reflect and play.” – Amanda Parer, Artist


Rainbow Summer Performance Schedule
Monday, July 14	: Kids From Wisconsin

Tuesday, July 15: Brass Queens

Wednesday, July 16: Digable Planets
*Collaboration with Summer of Soul: Outdoor Marketplace & Concert Series

Thursday, July 17: Chicago Latin Groove
*Featuring the Mercadera Market

Friday, July 18: Fool House: The Ultimate 90s Party

Saturday, July 19: Family Day
*Featuring 4Stomp: What’s Next? and Kid Boogie Down: Taylor Swift Dance Party

Sunday, July 20: Milwaukee Police Band

Performances Monday through Friday will begin at 7:00 p.m.; Saturday’s Family Day activities begin at 3:00 p.m. and continue with performances at 3:15 p.m., 4:00 p.m., and 7:00 p.m. Sunday’s performance begins at 2:00 p.m. Additional nightly activities Tuesday through Saturday include vendor marketplaces, bubble playtime by Michelle Hackett from 5:30-7:30 p.m., outdoor games, and local food trucks as well as food and beverages by Sazama’s River Edge Patio beginning at 4:30 p.m. A rainbow-colored piano will also be placed on the Outdoor Grounds each morning (weather permitting) to invite community members to play and make their own music.

Applications are currently being accepted for the Rainbow Summer Festival Marketplace, which will highlight Milwaukee’s artists, makers, collaborators, and creatives. Interested vendors should complete the online application form.

Rainbow Summer is generously supported by Community Partner MGIC and Family Day Partner Goodwill Industries. For additional information on sponsoring Rainbow Summer, please contact give@marcuscenter.org.
 
To learn more about Rainbow Summer, visit www.MarcusCenter.org/rainbowsummer. 
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About Amanda Parer
Amanda Parer’s artwork explores the complex relationship that mankind has with the natural world; her work aims for us to reflect on our impact on the environment. Her imagery plays with scale, light, darkness, humour and melancholy to convey these themes. Amanda finds inspiration from the dramatic landscapes found in her home in Tasmania, Australia.

Amanda has been exploring environmental themes in her work since a 1995 trip to the Galapagos Islands, Ecuador, where she assisted on award winning natural history film documentaries. Here she experienced the natural world at its most pure.

Amanda beautifully executes her larger than life works to be approachable, even humorous to draw the viewer into the more serious theme in the work, which is man’s mismanagement of the environment. Amanda’s artwork has gained global recognition and been appreciated by millions. 


Artist’s Statement
“I raise questions about our relationship with the natural world, enticing my audience into the works through use of scale, drama, with a touch of silliness. Using the iconography of invasive (including us), endangered or extinct species, upon exhibition, the artworks stand prominent in their given habitats, a bit like ‘the elephant in the room’.”  – Amanda Parer, Artist

amandaparer.com • Instagram • Twitter • Facebook • Vimeo
@amandaparer #amandaparerart #man

About Marcus Performing Arts Center
A mission-based non-profit organization located in downtown Milwaukee, the Marcus Performing Arts Center (MPAC) brings high-quality arts and cultural programming to Southeastern Wisconsin. MPAC strives to act as an energizing force that connects the community to the world through collaboration, innovation, social engagement, and the transformative power of the performing arts. Through multiple performance series, community events, and educational experiences, MPAC brings a diverse range of celebrated artists to the region. A fixture in Milwaukee for over 55 years, MPAC is proud to be part of the Milwaukee Theater District as well as a dedicated War Memorial facility. Learn more at www.MarcusCenter.org. 

About Milwaukee Downtown, BID #21
Milwaukee Downtown, Business Improvement District #21, is an organization established in 1998 to support the interests of the downtown Milwaukee business community. Created through private sector leadership, Milwaukee Downtown is a management district organization that oversees 150 square blocks representing approximately 500 property owners in the center of downtown Milwaukee. The organization funds specific initiatives aimed at creating a clean, safe and friendly downtown. More info available at www.milwaukeedowntown.com. 


Marcus Performing Arts Center Media Contact: 
Jennifer Han, Communications & Media Relations Manager, jhan@marcuscenter.org, 414.755.3969

Milwaukee Downtown Media Contact: 
Rachel Farina, Director of Communications, rfarina@milwaukeedowntown.com, 414.220.4700
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