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About IDA & Milwaukee Downtown

We are downtown champions and professional 
place makers. We are city builders. 
Founded in 1954, the International Downtown Association is 
the premier organization for urban place professionals who 
are shaping and activating dynamic city center districts. Our 
members are city builders and downtown champions who 
bring urban centers to life, bridging the gap between the 
public and private sectors. 

• Industry of 2,500 urban place management organizations 
in North America, and over 100,000 professionals

• Education

• Research

• Leadership Networking

We lead and inspire Milwaukee to engage in 
efforts that build Downtown as the thriving, 
sustainable, inclusive, innovative, and vibrant 
heart of the community.
Milwaukee Downtown is an economic catalyst creating 
opportunities for all. Downtown continues to be a premier 
destination of choice to live, work, learn, play, and stay. 
Milwaukee is a renowned world-class city adding value to the 
Great Lakes Region and the State.

• Milwaukee Downtown has five core focus areas:

• Clean, Safe and Welcoming Core Programs

• Events & Marketing

• Economic Development

• Placemaking

• Quality of Life

Note: The base presentation was provided by IDA that was customized by Milwaukee Downtown, BID #21



The Value of U.S. Downtowns 
and Center Cities Study

Objectives
Articulate the multifaceted value 
of the American downtown

Highlight downtown’s crucial 
impacts on its city and region



The Value of 
Downtowns 
and Center 

Cities

Five Principles of Downtown Value



Downtown Study Area Boundaries

City of Milwaukee
City:

Milwaukee 7 counties
Region:

Study Area Map
Downtown:



Downtown Milwaukee Value Proposition

Downtown makes up about 3% 
of the city’s land area but has 
substantial economic and 
community importance, 
including making up over 22% 
of the City’s property tax base.

Downtown is home to more than 
5% of Milwaukee residents, and 
over 31% of jobs.



Downtown Milwaukee has a remarkable 
concentration of real estate assets



Nearly 1 in 3 City of Milwaukee 
jobs are Downtown

Downtown concentrates both a high share of jobs and is the core of several 
key industries: Finance & Insurance, Real Estate, Public Administration, 
Professional Services, and Knowledge-based Jobs



Downtown's jobs are generally well-paying

Downtown has some of the best paying jobs, but these benefits are not limited to just the city



Downtown land values are 
7x higher than City of Milwaukee average

Between 2010 and 2022, 
property tax revenues from 
downtown grew by over 50%, 
compared to the City of 
Milwaukee's 16% overall 
property tax growth

While the start-up and smaller 
firm community is growing, 
downtown's employment is 
predominantly driven by the 
city's longest-standing and 
largest firms



Household incomes are higher than average, 
but there are still a mix of incomes

Median Household Income is higher 
downtown than city average, although 
downtown is still home to people at a 
range of incomes

$45,000
City:

$67,000
Region:

$58,000
Downtown:
Median Household Income:



A diverse group of people
live and work in Downtown Milwaukee

Overall racial diversity has been increasing downtown

The racial diversity of downtown workers mirrors the city closely

Nearly 1 in every 3 households has an income greater than $100,000



The 25 to 34-year-old cohort is the 
largest segment of downtown's 
population, and has comprised most of 
the population growth since 2011

Over 54% of downtown’s population is 
aged 18 to 34-years-old

Downtown is also experiencing a baby 
boom – the number of children under 
the age of 5 doubled between 2017 
and 2021

25 to 34-year-olds are
Downtown’s largest age cohort



Both rents and income are on the rise 
Downtown outpacing the City and Region

In 2010, rents at the downtown, city, and regional level 
were nearly the same. Downtown rents have been 
rising by double the pace of the city and region, (though 
pockets of affordability remain). This points to a highly 
desirable downtown environment driving high demand 
for living downtown.

Since 2010, incomes downtown have also 
grown more quickly than at the city or 
regional level.



Downtown is the heart of 
Milwaukee's retail environment

Downtown has a 4x greater retail sales per square mile 
over the city average, and more than 5x as many retail 
businesses per square mile



Downtowns are where people
choose to gather for a variety of reasons

Assets and organizations 
like Milwaukee Downtown, 
BID #21 make downtown a 

great place to be



Downtown resilience – economic, social and 
environmental – position it well to recover 
from shocks.

Downtown Milwaukee was quick to recover 
from the Great Recession, and all signs point 
to a similarly quick recovery from COVID-19.

Downtowns are Resilient Places



Downtown Milwaukee’s 
resilience continues to 
outpace most peer cities.
Downtown Milwaukee’s activity level is 86% of 2019 ranking 
13th of the 55 United States cities, exceeding the national 
average of 74% by 12%, ranking it amongst the strongest in 
the Midwest and nation.

Downtowns are Resilient Places (cont.)

Source: University of Toronto School of Cities and the Institute of Governmental 
Studies at UC Berkeley and Milwaukee Business Journal



Downtown Milwaukee’s 
resilience is driven by its 
vitality.
Downtown Milwaukee ranks high with an overall score of 
60, which is ten points above the national benchmark of 
50. Milwaukee boasts an inclusion score of 47, an 
economy score of 58 and a vibrancy score of 81

Outpacing: Waikiki, Grand Rapids, Indianapolis and Ann 
Arbor

Just below: Los Angeles, Pittsburg, Austin and Atlanta

On par with: Cleveland, Dallas and West Palm Beach

Downtowns are Resilient Places (cont.)

Source: Vitality Index, International Downtown Association



Downtown Milwaukee is home to a 
greater share of residents who choose 
an alternative to driving to commute

Downtown is a walker’s paradise ranking 
higher than other established downtowns

Downtown encourages a sustainable 
commute and promotes an active lifestyle



Value of Downtown Milwaukee 
and its Upward Trajectory

Downtown Milwaukee is an 
established downtown with 
strong growth trajectory on 
the backs of:

7,800+ new employees located or 
announced plans to grow downtown 
since 2020 alone

2,000+ additional housing units 
under construction with 5,000+ 
in the pipeline
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